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According to Gartner, global smartphone sales are to reach 1.57 billion units in 2020, a 3%
increase over 2019. Last year smartphone sales saw a -2% decline, the first since 2008.

  

  

“2019 was a challenging year for smartphone vendors, primarily due to oversupply in the
high-end sector in mature markets and longer replacement cycles overall,” the analyst says.
“However, in 2020, the market is expected to rebound with the introduction of 5G network
coverage in more countries and as users who may have delayed their smartphone purchases
until 2020 in expectation of price reductions begin buying again.”
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Gartner forecasts 2020 5G smartphone sales will total 221 million, or 12% of overall sales,
before more than doubling in 2021 to 489m units. The commercialisation of 5G phones is set to
accelerate in 2020, and an increasing number of 5G phones costing under $300 will further
push the sales growth of such devices until it exceeds that of 4G phones over 12 months.

  

On a regional perspective, MEA has the highest growth rate of 2020 at 5.9%. As mentioned
earlier, strong demand for 5G phones, not to mention a first 5G iPhone, will bolster smartphone
demand. As such, all eyes at the upcoming MWC 2020 will be on 5G devices at either end of
the price scale, and the key focus for vendors will be 5G access and the enhancement of the
cameras inside such devices.

  

Go Gartenr Forecast: Mobile Phones WW 2017-2023 Q4 2019 Update
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https://www.gartner.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2020-01-28-gartner-says-worldwide-smartphone-sales-will-grow-3--

